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1	Overall description
SA2 would like to thank RAN2 for their LS on SDAP header design in R2-1709803 / S2-176866.
SA2 have discussed the request for feedback in the RAN2 LS and have agreed the following answers.
Although it is not up to RAN2 to take the decision on the length of QFI, it is RAN2’s preference to use 6 or 7 bits to indicate QFI to limit the SDAP header size to 1 byte.
…
- indicate a preference, if any, for the size of the QFI field.

SA2 would like to point out that TS 23.501 Table 5.7.4-1 currently contains 15 distinct 5QI values corresponding to 15 different levels of standardized QoS in the 5G system. While the UE may have several QoS flows corresponding to the same 5QI, and can also have QoS flows with non-standardised QoS characterisstics, SA2 is of the opinion that the number of 64 QoS flows per UE, corresponding to a 6-bit QFI field in the SDAP header, should be largely sufficient.
It is noted though that there may be a need to define bijective rules for mapping between the “real” QFI values used at NAS layer and the values signalled in SDAP.
RAN2 has also decided, as a working assumption, to use a single bit for Reflective QoS Indication (RQI) for both AS and NAS reflective QoS. The RQI bit will be set when the RAN receives RQI in a downlink packet (on N3 reference point) and/or RAN decides to update the QoS flow to DRB mapping. As a consequence, the UE AS layer will, on receipt of a SDAP PDU with the RQI set, always (1) inform the NAS layer of the received RQI and (2) update the QoS flow to DRB mapping, if needed, even if only the QoS flow to DRB mapping rules change, not the NAS ones. 
…
- inform RAN2 of any concerns with using a single bit RQI for both NAS and AS Reflective QoS mapping.

Regretfully, SA2 is not very familiar with the AS-level Reflective QoS that is developed by RAN2.
SA2 would like to point out that the RQI information should be considered as NAS information i.e. the RQI information indicated on per-packet basis over N3 needs to be transferred to the NAS layer (“upper layers”) in the UE unaltered.
On a distinct SDAP topic, that is unrelated to the RAN2 liaison, SA2 briefly discussed whether the SDAP header should be encrypted or not. SA2 identified certain benefits in sending the SDAP header unencrypted, as in some cases this could facilitate the UE-internal routing of traffic flows, in particular in presence of traffic flows with extremely high bitrates.  
2	Actions
To RAN2:
ACTION: SA2 kindly asks TSG RAN2 to take the information above into account.
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